
For

kids

Y o u  c a n  a l s o  t r y :  

D o r o t h y  D e h n e r  ( 1 9 0 1 - 1 9 9 4 )  w a s  a  p a i n t e r  a n d  s c u l p t o r  w h o  f o c u s e d
o n  u s e  o f  l i n e  t o  c r e a t e  h e r  a r t w o r k .  S h e  w a s  i n s p i r e d  b y  s k e l e t o n s  o f
p r e h i s t o r i c  b i r d s  a n d  m i c r o s c o p i c  f o r m s  l i k e  c e l l s ,  a n d  h o w  l i n e s
h e l p e d  t o  c r e a t e  t h e i r  f o r m s .

Drawing with Lines
inspired by artist Dorothy Dehner

MA T E R I A L S :

S T E P S :  

p a p e r ,  r u l e r  o r  s t r a i g h t  e d g e  ( l i k e
t h e  s p i n e  o f  a  b o o k ) ,  p e n c i l ,
m a r k e r .

Using a marker, make small random
dots across your page. 

1.

2. With a ruler or straight edge, make long
lines to connect the dots on your page. Let
your lines overlap and criss-cross so they
start making geometric shapes.  As you
connect, you can add more dots if you think
an area of your page needs a shape
stretching across it. 

3. Once you have connected all the dots to
form shapes, use your ruler to make
straight or diagonal lines filling in the
shapes.  You can have lines stretch from
one shape to another, so that they
overlap. Choose a few areas to color in
rather than filling with lines. 

-Search for images of cells or amoebas, and use
them as inspiration for drawings.
-Have a family member draw the dots in Step
One for you to use as a starting point.

A B O U T  T H E  A R T I S T :

Dorothy Dehner, The Red Window,  1951,
ink  and watercolor on paper 


